TITLE 

PROTECTIVE DEVICE FOR LADDERS 


CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
5 This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 

60/437,613 filed January 2, 2003. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates generally to protective covers for ladders. 
10 The following patents provide background in the field of protective devices for 

ladders: 

The U.S. Patent No. 3,662,856 entitled "Easy Ladder Safety Protector" shows a 
flexible foam body formed of a plurality of resilient gas filled cells and having a receptacle 
for receiving the end of a ladder side rail. 
15 The U.S. Patent No. 3,993,163 entitled "Ladder Socks" shows a pad of resilient 

polyurethane foam that is wrapped about the upper end of a ladder side rail and secured by a 
strap. 

The U.S. Patent No. 4,726,446 entitled "Protection Cover for Ladder" show an 
inverted box-shape vinyl plastic cover that extends over and between the upper ends of a 
2 0 pair of ladder side rails. 

The U.S. Patent No. 4,771,862 entitled "Ladder Guards" shows a cup-shaped 
member made of soft rubber-like plastic that fits over the upper end of a ladder side rail. 

The U.S. Patent No. 4,899,848 entitled "Guard for Upper End of Ladder Side Rail" 
shows a rigid body that fits over the upper end of a ladder side rail and a replaceable resilient 

2 5 pad attached to the body. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention concerns a protective device adapted to be releasably mounted 
to an upper end portion of a ladder enclosed in an associated ladder cover. The protective 

3 0 device includes a flexible body formed of a fabric material, such a terry cloth, and having a 
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bag-like shape with an opening formed therein, the body being sized to cover the upper end 
of the ladder and the ladder cover. A closure means is attached to the body and extends 
about the opening for reducing a size of the opening. The sized to cover an upper end of a 
ladder side rail having a ladder cover thereon or an upper end of a stepladder. 
5 The body is reversible and closure means is attached to the body by a fastening 

means such as stitching or a hot melt fabric glue. The closure means can be an elastic band. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The above, as well as other advantages of the present invention, will become readily 
10 apparent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed description of a preferred 
embodiment when considered in the light of the accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary front elevation view of a typical ladder having a pair of ladder 
covers installed thereon; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevation view of the ladder shown in Fig. 1; 
15 Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a protective device for a ladder in accordance with the 

present invention; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the protective device taken along the 
line 4-4 in Fig. 3; and 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation view of the protective device of Fig. 3 installed on the upper 
2 0 end of the ladder shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
This U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/437,613 filed January 2, 2003 
is incorporated herein by reference. Referring now to Figs. 1 and 2, there is shown a typical 

2 5 ladder 10 having a pair of spaced apart parallel extending side rails or legs 11 joined at 

intervals by a plurality of rungs or step members 12. A lower end portion 13 of each the 
side rails 11 is adapted to engage a generally horizontal support surface 14 such as the 
ground or the roof of a building. An upper end portion 15 of each of the side rails 11 is 
adapted to engage a generally vertical surface 16 such as a wall of a building. Thus, as 

3 0 shown in Fig. 2, the ladder 10 is supported by the surface 14 and the surface 16 at an angle 
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to the vertical to permit a painter to climb the rungs 12 and reach the upper portions of the 
wall 16. 

The ladder 10 can be provided with a pair of conventional ladder mitts or covers 17 
to minimize damage to the wall 16 such as scratches, nicks and dents that can be produced 
5 by the upper ends 15 of the ladder side rails 11. The ladder mitts or covers 17 are 
commercially available and typically are formed of a plastic foam or rubber-like material 
with an inverted cup shape to snugly receive the upper end portions 15. However, the ladder 
mitts or covers 17 can leave marks on freshly painted surfaces and tend to accumulate paint 
during the painting process, which paint can then be transferred to the wall 16 when the 

1 0 ladder 10 is moved to a new area. 

A protective device 20 in accordance with the present invention is shown in Figs. 3 
through 5. The protective device 20 includes a flexible body 21 in the shape of a bag with 
an opening 22 defined by an edge 23. Affixed to an inside surface of the body 21 adjacent to 
the edge 23 is a closure means 24, such as an elastic band or a drawstring, extending about 

15 the opening 22. The closure means 24 tends to close the opening 22 and allow the opening to 
be increased in size to permit easy installation over one of the covers 17 as shown in Fig. 5. 
However, the protective device 20 is advantageously reversible such that when paint gets on 
the outer surface of the body 21, the body can be turned inside out to present the clean inner 
surface to the outside. Preferably, the body 21 is made of any suitable material, such as a 

2 0 cloth material, preferably terry cloth material. 

The protective device 20 in accordance with the present invention can be made in 
any suitable size and shape. For example, when the body 21 is substantially flat, as shown 
in Fig. 3, the body 21 can have a diameter of approximately seven to eight inches and the 
opening 22 can have a diameter of approximately three inches. The protective device 20 

2 5 having such dimensions will completely enclose a typical one of the covers 17. However, 

the protective device 20 can be sized for use with a stepladder that has an uppermost or top 
step that extends across the width of the ladder such that a single one of the protective device 
20 fits over the top step. 

The closure means 24 can be made of any suitable elastic material that is cut to a 

3 0 predetermined length band from a longer strip prior to assembly of the protective device 20. 
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The band 24 is positioned against an inside surface of the body 21 and attached by any 
suitable fastening means 25 such as stitching extending through the body 21 and the band 
24. The elastic band 24 can extend completely around the opening 22 or any suitable 
portion thereof. Another suitable fastening means 25 is a hot melt fabric glue or adhesive of 
5 the type commonly used to attach two pieces of fabric together. 

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes, the present invention has 
been described in what is considered to represent its preferred embodiment. However, it 
should be noted that the invention can be practiced otherwise than as specifically illustrated 
and described without departing from its spirit or scope. 
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